
CHESTNUT TAG 
Principal’s Message 
I am excited to welcome our 6th grade families into the 
TAG community. I enjoyed meeting many 6th grade par-
ents at the TAG barbecue and I'm hoping you can join us 
for the 6th Grade Parent Advisory Night on September 
19th from 4:30p.m.-6:30pm where you will also have 
time with Associate Principal Andrea Cooley-Strom and 
me. At this TAG family event we will share with you 
some of what we've learned over the last five years 
about how to support the particular challenges 6th grad-
ers face in transitioning from a traditional 5th grade 
classroom, to a Talented and Gifted accelerated middle 
school. We also look forward to hearing from you about 
your needs for the partnership we are embarking on to 
best support your child. We will also give you ways reach 
us anytime (during or after school hours). If you are not 
able to make this event, please let us know so we can 
find another way to connect with you. You can call 
(4137502333) or email the guidance team (Mrs. Staine 
@ Staines@Springfieldpublicschools.com and Mr. 
Vanasse @ Vanassea@Springfieldpublicschools.com ) if 
you cannot attend. Otherwise, we look forward to seeing 
you.  

I also want to welcome back our 7th and 8th grade TAG-
families. We have two new Guidance Counselors, and a 
few new teachers we want to introduce you to. We hope 
you will attend our 7th/8th Grade Parent Advisory Night 
on  October 1

st
 from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm. The format for 

this event will allow you to meet and interact with many 
of your child's teachers. I look forward to seeing you and 
being available for questions or feedback as well. To-
gether we will make this year your child's best school 
year yet.  
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Student Shout-Outs 

6th Grade: Mr. Bonsu- I would 

like to give a shout out to 

K'Chawn Wright for being a 

model student by representing 

the TAG prepp traits during class 

while engaging in a challenging 

activity. 

7th Grade: 

Mrs. Adero- Iycsis  Suggs capital-

ized on an opportunity to build a 

relationship with her ELA teach-

er.  I'm really looking forward to 

getting to know her better! 

 

8th Grade: Lessard- 

Josiah Jordan, gave 

specific action steps for 

how to support him, 

very self-reflective and 

self-aware.  Super 

effort on the first few 

tasks! 
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Gabrielle Jackson 
Ms. Jackson joins 
us from Northeast 
Ohio. Ms. Jack-
son is entering 
her 5th year of 
teaching, she 
encourages stu-
dents to aspire to 
great things such 
as public service 
in the community 
and to “pay back” 
our community 
with their energy, 
enthusiasm and 
special gifts.  

Ms. Jackson has 
taken leadership 
with Diversity 
Equity and Inclu-
sion here at TAG. Ms. Jackson has done great 
work with the implementation of our first 6th 
Grade Cultural Camp.  

Mrs. Farrell, a TAG parent has also  recog-
nized Ms. Jackson for her engagement with 
her children at the back to school barbecue. 
She not only spoke to the parents but made 
the students feel welcomed. 

Ms. Jackson is a great addition to the TAG 
family. We appreciate her hard work and dedi-
cation to her students. 

Students writing hw from the board.       Students working on hw together. 

Staff Spotlight 

Guidance Corner 

Sept 13– Deadline for Boys and Girls Soccer 

Team Sign up. Please see Ms. Smith. 

September 15– October 15: Chestnut TAG 

Celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month  

September 16: Late buses start. Student will 

be dropped off at the closest Elementary school 

to their home. Please check the schedule. Stu-

dents who are interested in sports or extra help 

utilize the late bus. The first two weeks stu-

dents will be staying after for extra help. Stu-

dents not completing homework or keeping 

their grade average a C or better will be re-

quired to stay for help. Wellness groups will 

start September 30th. 

September 23: Chestnut Band Performs at the 

Big E. 

September 25: Progress Reports Go Home. 

Upcoming Events 

Ms. Yeh Advisory 
  Here at Chestnut TAG every student gets to start and end their day with 

ADVIS0RY. In the mornings students are able to eat breakfast in a relaxed envi-

ronment. Teachers are able to check in with each student before they start the 

day. Tag teachers work hard to build relationships with their students. Advisory 

teachers follow their students throughout their TAG career. In PM Advisory stu-

dents are able to write down their homework in their agendas to keep them organ-

ize and check back in with their teacher before the day ends.  

 

September 27– Hispanic Heritage Panel 

October 3rd– Sixth Grade Ropes Course at Springfield Col-

lege. 

October 11th– Hispanic Heritage Month Presentation. 

Skinner State Park and McCray's Farm: hiking, ice cream, hay-rides, 
pumpkins, goats, and a peacock! This annual 8th grade hiking trip is an all 
day event, happening on Tuesday, October 8th. Students and staff start out 
the day with a brisk and stunning hike to Skinner State park, atop Holyoke 
Mountain, and finish at McCrays farm in South Hadley. At McCray's Farm we 
will take a hay-ride to pick pumpkins, enjoy ice cream, and visit with the farm 
animals. The cost for this event is $10 per student. Please e-mail Ms. Smith 
with any questions smithmo@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Parent PowerSchool Portal Access: All parents can receive 

access to their child’s grades via the Parent Portal. If you wish 

to gain access you must first start with stopping by the TAG 

main office to receive your access code.  
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TAGS Habits of 
Success. 

The Advisory team and I 

would like to share some 

important information re-

garding creating “Habits of 

Success” for our TAG schol-

ars. 

The first habit of success is 

for TAG students to be orga-

nized and ready for school. 

The second habit of success 

is for TAG students to use 

your voice and take on lead-

ership roles in school. 

The third habit of success is 

preparing for and participat-

ing in Student-led Family 

Conferences. 

The fourth habit of success 
is having strong communica-

tion between the Advisory 
teacher and their TAG fami-
lies. 

 

Arriving to school on time 
relates to our first Habit of 
Success. If a student  is late 
they need to sign in at the 
Main Office. 

6th Graders Class of 2022 

6th Grade Culture Camp 
 

“Kicking off the school year, 6th grade began by starting to establish a growth mindset, prac-
ticed classroom systems and routines, began setting short term/long term goals and gained 
a little more confidence in giving and receiving feedback during Culture Camp! The purpose 
of this practice during the first week of school is to help prepare students for success by 
providing them the opportunity to think about how they would like to overcome academic 
obstacles that may be presented during the year and to provide rational for classroom sys-

tems and routines.” 

 

 

 

Student-Led Family Conference 
This year TAG students will continue to facilitate their own 

Student-Led Family Conferences. These conferences con-

sist of the student, their families, and their Advisory teacher. 

The purpose of these conferences is to allow the student to 

express their strengths and struggles in their own words. 

Students will be gathering work over the first quarter that 

showcases their literacy and numeracy skills. They will be 

able to articulate what the assignment was, the learning tar-

get, and how well they performed on the task. Student-Led 

Family Conferences are a great tool to build student and 

family partnerships. 

Former 8th grade Kyasia J. participating in her Stu-
dent-Led Family Conference 



September 2019 
Chestnut TAG  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

  No School Labor 
Day 

          

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

              

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

        6th Grade Adviso-
ry/Parent Acade-
my 4:30-6:30 pm 

    

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

  Big E Band Con-
cert 5 pm 

  Progress Reports 
go home 

      

29 30      

    October 1st 7th & 8th 
Grade Advisory 
Night 5:30-7 pm 

        

            

              


