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WE’RE
BACK! 

By Ms. Leveille 

Hello all! After a brief 2-month hiatus, THE TAG 
TIMES is back in action! This month, you can 
expect to read about some of what the school 
was up to this winter, and get a preview of what’s 
to come.  

Then, you can check back in at the start of next 
month for more great articles from our students. 
In the meant ime, p lease emai l me at 
leveillej@springfieldpublicschools.com if you 
have an article or creative writing piece that you 
would like to contribute! 

Enjoy! 

MARCH 14th 
TAG WALK-OUT 
By Kalie P. 

On March 14th, Chestnut TAG did a walk-out to 
honor the student victims shot in Parkland, 
Florida. The shooting at Stoneman Douglas High 
School was unexpected when it happened 
exactly a month ago on February 14th.  

Together as a whole school, at 10:22, all scholars 
went back to advisory to discuss what our plans 
and actions would be when we were to head out. 
Our advisories decided to come together for the 
event, but do different things to represent the 17 
victims that were killed in the school shooting.  

For example, Mr. Campbell's advisory (seen in 
photo below) has 17 people in it including Mr. 
Campbell. They printed out paper and each 
person wrote a victim's name on it. Every person 
killed had a minute of silence. When it was time 
to do this, the advisory student would step out of 
line, hold up the name of their victim and 
everyone would stand in silence.  

Another advisory example is Mr. Hurst's advisory. 
Mr. Hurst printed out a picture of everybody 
killed in the shooting and each victim had a 
paragraph talking about what had happened 
before they were killed and what people close to 
them thought about it.  

Mr. Hurst highlighted key parts of the paragraphs 
for each student to read. We all stood in a circle  

and read the highlighted parts of our victim's 
information. When finished, we all stood in 
silence for the victims. One of the students then 
spoke out to say that this was a very tragic 
incident, that they are all in heaven right now 
watching over everybody, and may God rest 
them in peace.  

Eventually, most advisories began to walk around 
in silence in the area where we did our advisory 
activities for the victims. When it was time to go 
back in, some students were in tears and were 
upset due to this very emotional walk-out that we 
did. It was very shocking for something like this 
to happen, and we are all very glad that our 
school could act in honoring the 17 victims that 
were killed. 

WALK-OUTS     
NATION-WIDE 

By Daniela R.

Around the whole world, people do walk-outs. 
Some people do it for gun shooting and others 
do it for protest for what wrong and for what's 
right. 

On  March  14th  people  around 
the US walked out of their 
schoo l s  and  had  17 
minutes  of  silence. 
The  reason  people 
d id  th i s  wa s 
because  o f  a 
school  shooting 
on  February  14, 
2018 in Florida at 
the  schoo l 
M a r j o r y 
Stoneman  Douglas 
High School. In this 
case,  there  were  17 
people  who  got  shot  and 
those people died. 

Chestnut T.A.G also participated in the walk-
out on March 14. Most advisory teachers talked 
about what to think of while your’re outside for 
those 17 minutes of silence. Some people made 
posters  that  had  #ENOUGH, and they  held 
them in their hands while walking outside. 

Doing walk-outs  makes people  recognize that 
shooting and violence are not good. 

However,  there  are  other  walk-outs  and 
Marches that people did besides this one. One 
example is  March for  Our  Lives.  In the photo 
above, you can see Mrs. Trujillo and her son ( a 
teacher in Brooklyn)  who attended the March 
for Our Lives event in NYC on March 24th.

REMEMBERING THE 
VICTIMS OF PARKLAND 

By Ilayshia N. 

Sadly, as you now know, there was a tragic high 
school shooting in Parkland, Florida. This 
article is to acknowledge the 17 unfortunate 
and undeserving victims. 

1. Alyssa Alhadeff (age:14) She was loved 
and respected by not only her family but her 
peers. She was an amazing soccer player, 
beautiful, smart, talented, and successful. 

2. Scott Beigel (age: 35) He was a Geography 
teacher at the school. A hero and a good 
friend. He was an amazing person in general 

3. Martin Duque Anguiano (age:14) Martin 
was a very funny kid. He was outgoing, and 
sometimes quiet and shy. He will be missed by 
all his family 

4. Nicholas Dworet (age:17) He was a Senior 
at the high school and he was about to start 
his college freshman year in the fall. He was on 
the school's swim team. 

5. Aaron Feis (age: 37) He was the assistant  
PE teacher and an amazing leader to the 

students. He was a hero who put others first 
and that’s how he died. 

6. Jaime Guttenberg (age:14) Her death 
broke the hearts of her family especially 
her mom, dad, and brother. 

7. Chris Hixon (age:49) He was the 
school PE teacher. He also had his place 

as a father and husband. He was an 
amazing person he would give his 

students rides, lunch money, and if needed 
open up his home to them. 

8. Luke Hoyer (age:15) He was a good kid. He 
didn't get in trouble and he was an amazing 
individual. 

9. Cara Loughian (age:14) She was a happy 
person with a beautiful soul. She also did Irish 
dancing. 

10. Gina Montalto (age:14) Gina was a sweet 
soul and was in the school marching band. 

11. Joaquin Oliver (age:17) He was born in 
Venezuela and moved to the U.S. when he was 
three. He just became a legal citizen last year. 
He enjoyed sports, urban graffiti, and hip-hop. 

12. Alaina Petty (age:14) She was extremely 
helpful. When hurricane Irma hit Florida, she 
volunteered to help. She an amazing person. 

13. Meadow Pollack (age:18) She was 
accepted to Lynn University and expected to 
join in the fall. She was full of energy. 

14. Helena Ramsay (age:17) She was smart, 
kindhearted, and thoughtful. She was loved, 
and loved others way more. 

15. Alex Schachter (age:14) Alex was in the 
school marching band and had a bright future 
in trombone. 

16. Carmen Schentrup (age:16) She was a 
National Merit Scholar semifinalist. There are 
only about 10 students who have that title. 

17. Peter Wang (age:15) He was shot trying to 
help other classmates. Some politicians 
believe he should be buried in military honor. 
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ALL 
AROUND 

TAG 

TAG Teachers Win 
Grinspoon Award 

By Samantha J.

What is the Grinspoon Award
What is the Grinspoon Award you might 
ask?  Well,  the  award  is  an  award  for 
teaching.  It’s  given  out  every  year  to 
outstanding  Western  Massachusetts 
educators  in  Franklin,  Hampshire,  and 
Hampden  counties.  It  seeks  to  motivate 
teachers  at  all  stages  of  their  careers  to 
aspire to excellence. 

Superintendents  in 
45  school  districts 
are  responsible  to 
act as, or appoint, a 
d i s t r i c t 
representative  to 
oversee a process for 
carefully  selecting 
outstanding  teacher 
award  rec ip ients 
based  on  student 
population. Districts 
with  at  least  750 

students  attending  public  school,  award 
teachers annually, while district with fewer 
than 750 students attending public school 
award  teachers  biannually,  or  every  other 
year.  Districts  with  over  a  thousand 
students (like ours) may make an additional 
annual award to a deserving newer teacher 
who has between 1-3  years of experience.

Our very own TAG Winners

As we all  know, this year Ms. Clarke and 
Ms. Rivera won the Grinspoon award! In 
the past, Ms. Smith and Ms. Trujillo have 
won  the  same  award  too.  I  interviewed 
some of  these  fabulous  people  about  the 
award:

Interview with Ms. Trujillo

How does  it  feel  to  have Ms.  Clarke  and Ms. 
Rivera receive the same award you did?

I  am  so  proud  to  share  the  Grinspoon 
Pioneer Valley Teacher of Excellence award 
with Ms. Rivera and Ms. Clarke.

Do you think they deserve this award?

I have worked with Ms. Rivera for many 
years  and  she  is  an  excellent  Special 
Education  Teacher.  Ms.  Clarke  is  an 
accomplished  2nd  year  teacher  and  so 
deserves  this  award.  I  can,  and  have, 
learned from both teachers!

Interview with Ms. Clarke

I  have  also  asked  this  year's  winner,  Ms. 
Clarke, a few questions. She said a lot also. 
Let's  get  into  the  perspectives  of  the 
winner.

How  do  you  feel  about  getting  the  Grinspoon 
award?

I am elated to have won this award. As a 
novice teacher my only goal every week has 
been to create meaningful  lessons for my 
students. To be recognized and awarded for 
my efforts is very humbling and I am very 
grateful.

How does this affect your teaching skills?

This  award  encourages  me  to  continue 
learning better teaching skills, so I impact 
students. I want to keep finding new, fun, 
and interesting ways to deliver lessons so 
that maybe I can win more awards in the 
future. (I’m very competitive)

How does this help you understand your teaching 
works for your students?

Being recognized for the award just shows 
me  that  my  efforts  are  working  and  are 
appreciated by my peers (other teachers).

So there you have it - Ms. Clarke is happy 
to  have  won  the  Grinspoon  award.  Ms. 
Trujillo  is  happy to share the award with 
both teachers. So, if you see Ms. Clarke or 
Ms.  Rivera  in  the  hal ls ,  please  say 
congratulations  to  them.  If  you  see  Ms. 
Trujillo in the halls, please thank her for a 
great interview.

(from left) Assistant Principal Ms. St. Martin with “New 
Teacher”  Grinspoon  Award  winner  Ms.  Clarke  and 
Superintendent Mr. Warwick. Also - Mrs. St. Martin used 
to  be  Ms.  Clarke’s  English  teacher  when  she  taught  at 
Renaissance!

(from  left)  Superintendent  Mr.  Warwick  with  “Veteran 
Teacher”  Grinspoon  Award  winner  Ms.  Rivera  and 
Principal Dr. O’Connor.

Full S.T.E.A.M 
Ahead! 

By Isaiah R. 

March 15th, 2018, six and seventh graders 
went on a field trip to STEAM which stands for 
Science Technolgy Enginering Arts and Math. 
STEAM is this fun educational program. This 
was at UMASS (The Springfield, MA campus). 

What they did
One of the first 
a c t i v i t i e s o u r 
a n o n y m o u s 
s o u r c e w a s 
s e e i n g a 
friend put on 
a cap that 
m e a s u r e s 
the length of 
t h e b r a i n 
w a v e s ( s e e 
photo). While 
they measured 
b r a i n w a v e s b y 
monitoring it on a laptop 
they had the subject do multiple things. For 
example, a memory test where the laptop said 
numbers and the person had to recite the 
numbers perfectly in order. Another activity 
happened in groups of four and each person 
had a role two were observers and two acted 
as a parent and child. The parent and child 
had to work together to draw a house on an 
Etch-a-Sketch or they had to get a marble 
through a maze full of holes and make sure 
the marble didn’t drop. The purpose of this 
was to observe participants in a high intensity 
situation while not having full control. 

What did the campus look like?
The campus is located inside the Tower 
Square building. Although they have 
campuses all over Massachusetts they visited 
the more local on in Springfield. In the 
building there was simulations. They had a 
simulation based on giving birth to help the 
students who want a career in becoming a 
doctor. Another thing they did is study 
neurology (study of the brain) The campus 
also had lots of classrooms varying in sizes 
depending on the career choice studying 
there. 

Interview
I asked a Sixth grader what their thoughts 
were about this trip. They said this: I thought 
the Steam field trip was educational. I also 
thought it was cool that it was so interactive 
and not just us sitting in a classroom listening 
to different speakers. 

Thank you for reading this article on the 
STEAM Field Trip. 

Student-Led 
Family Conference 

By Niesha G.

In this Article I will tell the DO’s and DONT’s 
of  doing  a  SLFC.  Also,  when you  show your 
parents  how  you're  doing  in  school  and 
whether you are doing great or failing. For me,  
my first STFC went bad. I didn’t have all the 
papers I needed and I was not at all organized. 
Also,  a  little  secret,  is  I  wasn’t  completely 
honest. Here is some advice so you can avoid 
this happening to you!
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What you'll need

So, the first thing you want to to do is get at 
least 3 to 4 papers for each class.  The reason 
why is  because you can show how your work 
went up and/or show how it went down. So you 
would bring 2 bad or one but this is to show 
your progress. You shouldn't bring all your best 
old papers because even though this tells them 
that  you're  doing  good,  the  point  is  to  show 
your progression over time.

What to say or the way you talk

In your speech, you want 
to kind of talk about 
your  classes,  but 
mainly your core 
c l a s ses  the 
most  because 
they  are  the 
m o s t 
impor tant . 
For  example, 
Math,  ELA, 
Science,  and 
Social  Studies. 
So,  you  want  to 
talk about how you 
raised up or down and 
explain  why,  but  you  don’t 
just want to do nothing because you will fail the 
whole  thing.  Also  don’t  lie  to  your  advisory 
teacher or your mom or dad.

Here are what some TAG students had to say 
about their conferences:

Interview 1

The  first  person  I'm  going  to  interview  is 
named  Gabby  I.  For  her  first  SLFC  she 
explained how she was organized with a folder 
and she had at  least  2  papers  except science. 
She also had a moderately long speech. Finally, 
she said to me she would want to present more 
work and she also got a great grade for it.

Interview 2

The second person I  interviewed was Bennie 
N. The questions I asked were the same as the 
ones I asked Gabby. She had a folder with all 

the  papers  she  needed 
but she had one for 

ELA.  Also,  she 
explained  how 

here  ELA 
grade  went 
up and here 
math grade 
is  going  in 
e v e r y 
d i r e c t i o n 

and  final ly 
she had great 

speech she also 
got a great grade.

Interview 3

The last person I interviewed was Amor J. And 
he  had  different  answers  to  the  questions  I 
asked.  So  the  first  question  for  were  you 
organized?  he  replied  “very."  He  used  his 
pockets  to  hold  his  papers  and  he  had  two 
papers for each class  and he also had a great 
speech. He said that he would have got more 
papers from Math and ELA.

MCAS Tests 2018 
By Bennielyze N. 

Have you ever wondered what MCAS stands for? 
Well, MCAS stands for the Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment System.  

We take the MCAS to determine the progress 
students have made in “acquiring the knowledge 
and skills as outlined in Massachusetts.”  

Miss. Eisermann is our 7th grade Science 
teacher, but is also the school testing 
coordinator.  So, I asked her some questions: 

I heard you were the testing coordinator, so 
what does that mean that you do?  

Yes, I am the testing coordinator. What that 
means is I help organize all the standardized 
tests we take at school (like MAP and MCAS). I 
count the boxes the tests come in and talk to the 
teachers about the rules of testing. 

Is it hard being a testing coordinator?  

Being testing coordinator is difficult because 
there are a lot of details...but if you can 
manage to keep all the details in order, it is 
very straightforward. 

How is the MCAS going to be different at 
TAG in 2018?  

MCAS at TAG is going to be very similar to 
practice MCAS like we had in January (and will 

be happening again on Thursday!). We will go to 
our testing locations and take the tests in the 
morning. There will be 2 days of ELA, 2 days of 
Math, and 2 days of Science (but only for the 8th 
grade!) 

Are the 8th graders going to take it on 
computers?  

Yes, the 8th grade is taking all their tests on the 
computer. Next year it is likely that the 7th and 
8th graders will be on the computer and the 
following year, everyone will be. 

Now you know how the MCAS is going to be like 
this year. 

February Academy 
By Angelina D.

During February Vacation there was something 
called  February  Academy   -   it  was  a  Great 
experience!

In  Math,  we  learned new skills  like  graphing 
and more. We also had open responses which I 
really liked. In the group I was in, I remember 
having  a  really  good  time  with  an  open 
response question.  Me and my group worked 
hard on figuring  out  the  answer  for  it  which 
was  very  fun.  There  was  even  a  competition 
against  the  other  schools.  It  was  fun  and 
enjoyable, and I thought all three schools did a 
good job.

English was  another  class  that  I  learned new 
things in. We read stories and found biases in 
people’s writing which meant how the author 
made the reader take sides with someone using 
“who, what, why, where, when, and how.”

Then in  lunch and the  end of  the  day  there 
would  be  fun  giveaways  and  raffles  for  gift 
cards.  The  way  students  would  win  is  with 
earned tickets for the day. Everyone would put 
tickets in the basket and someone would pull 
out a ticket. Whoever's ticket it was wins the 
gift card they were raffling for.

Another class for the day was Science where we 
learned stuff about speed, distance, time, ratios, 
and more. To make the class even more fun, we 
involved Hot Wheels cars. This helped us learn 
what we were being taught in a fun way.

There  was  even  a  class  that  was  like  indoor 
recess! We could play Guess That Show trivia, 
watch videos, or play board games.

Then finally,  at  the end of  the day we would 
give  other  students,  teachers  or  themselves  a 
great  shout out about something good.  AND 
we can't forget about all the fun activities that 
happened during that week like the ice cream 

party, the pool, bounce houses, and an arcade 
which were all super fun and very enjoyable.

Here are three interviews I had with students 
about their overall thoughts on the academy: 

A student who's in 6th grade named Isaiah said 
"I  thought  the  Febr uar y  academy  was 
educational.  It  was  cool  how we got  to learn 
things  for  science  that  Dr.  Eichenlaub  didn't 
learn until high school.’'

Another student in 6th grade named Erika said 
''I  thought  it  was  good  and  it  helped  me  in 
math.  I  also  got  to  learn  new  things  that  I 
didn't know before and it was fun.’'

The  last  student  is  also  in  6th  grade  named 
James  who  said  ''  I  think  it’s  a  beneficial 
program that  helps  students  get  to  the  next 
level of math, and other life succeeding skills.

So  remember,  even if  you didn't  go  this  year 
and you might  have wanted to  there's  always 
next  year  so  hope  to  see  you  in  next  year's 
February Academy.

Jeans and Greens 
By Cameran B.

On the day of Jeans and Greens we all wore green 
shirts  and  jeans  because  that's  the  TAG  way  to 
celebrate St. Patrick's  Day together. Another reason 
why we did it is to show how seriously TAG takes its 
celebrations.  So,  every  time  there  is  a  holiday  we 
have to dress up as the theme of the holiday. We also 
did green and jeans because St. Patrick's Day is a fun 
holiday  to  celebrate  with  other  people.  We  wore 
green  because  the  colors  for  St.  Patrick's  Day  are 
black & green. 

In the photo above we see Cameran (bottom left)  and his 
classmates wearing their jeans and green

So  what  Is  St.  Patrick's  Day?  The  meaning  of  St. 
Patrick's Day is a holiday for the Irish to celebrate a 
man named Saint Patrick. On St. Patrick's Day there 
is supposed to be a feast to represent Saint Patrick. 
For the Irish, they do something called "The festival 
of Saint Patrick” which is also  what the Irish call Lá 
Fhéile Pádraig. Saint Patrick was known as the Saint 
of Ireland, so he was the most know person in the 
country.  That’s  why St.  Patrick's  Day is  celebrated 
and so important to the Irish.
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Black History 
Month Doors 

By Jayla M.

In  Chestnut  TAG,  we  celebrate  Black  History 
Month by decorating our Advisory doors. We have 
essays and photographs giving information. Here is 
some information about this yearly event.

Why We Do It 

Our  school  celebrates  Black  History  Month  by 
giving  information  about  events  that  changed 
history. These all had to do with African American 
people  standing  up  for  what  was  right,  even  if  it 
meant the worst. Some might have risked their lives 
to change how themselves,  or others were treated. 
These  people  inspire  people  all  over  the  world  to 
change the world for the better. We do this to honor 
those  that  might  have even changed people's  lives 
today and forever.

Those Who Changed History 

The African Americans that changed history will not 
be  forgotten.  Some  of  these  people  are  Martin 
Luther  King Jr.,  Rosa  Parks,  and Harriet  Tubman. 
Martin Luther King was famous for leading the civil 
rights movement and spoke the famous "I Have a 
Dream"  speech,  that  inspired  people  all  over  the 
world.  Rosa  Parks  changed  history  because  she 
refused to give a white passenger a seat on a bus, to 
stand  up  for  what  she  thought  was  right.  And 
Harriet  Tubman changed  history  by  leading  slaves 
into a state where having slaves was outlawed. She 
risked her life to save the slaves that could have died 
if it weren't for here.

Needs for a Good Door 

In  order  to  make  a  good  door,  you  need  good 
information. This information needs to include why 
the event occurred and what happened. To get the 
in format ion ,  you  wou ld  need  to  re search 
information  about  the  people  and/or  event.  These 
facts need to be thorough, but not repetitive.  You 
should also include pictures. This leads us into the 
overall look of the door itself. It should be organized 
and easy to read. You can also put on decorations.

Why it is So Important 

Decorating our advisory doors is a way to let people 
know about events like these.  Sometimes,  they do 
not need to be events such as this one. It could even 
be about holidays. This is important to us because 
people need to know about things like this because it 
changed  the  world,  and  the  overall  appearance  of 
little  things.  It  inspires  people  to  do  incredible 
things  that  no  one  has  ever  done.  Sometimes,  if 
these  things  were  to  never  happen,  or  someone 
never did them, where would you be right now? If it 
wasn't  for  Harriet  Tubman,  would  there  still  be 
slaves? If Martin Luther King Jr never had a dream, 
would African Americans have equal rights?

Competition 

We were also assigned what the doors were going to 
be about. Ms.Eisermann and Mr.Lessard tied for the 
best door.  Ms. Parker’s advisory came in 2nd. The 
advisories had one month to do it.

(from the left) The advisory doors of Ms. Eisermann, Mr. 
Lessard, and Ms. Parker

Black History 
Month Trivia 

By Gabby I. 

As some students know, there was a Black 
History Trivia competition between the whole 
Chestnut building: TAG, Impact, and Academy. 

During the event, we had an announcer from 
Impact. Then we had 3 judges and actually, our 
own Mr. Paskov was one of them. I interviewed a 
few other people in this story so let's see what 
they have to say. 

Through the Watcher's Eye 

First of all there is me. I was in the auditorium 
while this was happening and from this 
experience I can tell you that Impact is crazy 
loud, well at least at events that involve 
competition. And Academy was quiet. When 
Academy got points they didn’t do anything. But 
TAG was a good mix. Ms. Bowker was someone 
who watched the game and I interviewed her 
and asked her a few questions. One question I 
asked her was "Were you disappointed at all 
when TAG lost?" I honestly love the way she 
answered it and this how she did... "I was slightly 
disappointed that TAG lost, because who isn’t 
sad when their team loses?! However, I was 
extremely proud of 
the great work that 
t h e y d i d . T h e y 
represented our 
school well and 
showed the others 
what we are capable 
of." 

The Stress Was Real 

I also interviewed one of the TAG players named 
Jaylee S. One of the questions I asked her was, 
"When you were asked the questions where you 
stressed at all?" I liked how all her answers were 
honest. She said, "A little considering that each 
school was very attentive, and they had more 
time to study." When she said this, she had a 
point. All the schools depending on what classes 
they had and what they were able to do in this 
amount of time. And the amount of time they 
had resulted in better scores the competition. 

Jaylee also said something about the questions. I 
asked her "Was it hard to remember all the 
answers?" And "In your opinion were the 
questions hard?" She said, "Honestly yes 
especially dates." And "Not really it was just a 
matter of remembering." I understand how 
remembering all the answers are hard because 
there is so many dates and names. 

The Turn-out 

Sadly, TAG lost by a great amount (its was close 
until the final question). Impact won, Academy 
2nd, and TAG last. TAG ended up with 0 points 
because at the end we bid all of our points and 
you can lose them or to double them. TAG didn’t 
get the answer quick enough and lost and Jaylee 
also talked about that. I asked her "How did you 
and your team work out how much you were 
going to bid at the end?" she said “Mr. Paskov 
and our team decided "Go big or go home!” 

7th Grade ELA & 
Science Field Trip 

By Jomairys  

This  March, the 7th graders went on another 
field trip. What field trip and where you might be 
wondering? Well, they went to Baystate Medical 
Center here in Springfield.  

While I was writing this article I didn't know much 
about this event, that is until I got some help 
from some of the teachers that went. There were 
many events this year, but this one especially is 
one of my favorites from the sound of it.  

One fact about this field trip is that the 7th 
graders are indeed the first ones to ever take this 
field trip to Baystate - not even the 7th graders 
last year, who are in 8th grade  now, got to 
experience it! 

You should also know that there is a chance that 
the 7th graders next year might get to go? Yes, 
this fun event might carry over until next year 
with this years 6th grade. 

Did you also know that the 7th graders got to 
see a real brain? Ya freaky, cool, and very 
interesting. 

Did you know that (Most likely not, … unless 
you’re a 7th grader) because the 7th graders 
learned about the brain in ELA and Science both 
Ms. Eisermann and Dr. Eichenlaub planned this 
event and so a big “Thank You” to you both for 
planning this  trip and to Dr.  O’Connor for letting 
them go. Finally, I would like to thank you for 
taking the time to read this article! 

8th Grade 
Presentations 

By Binti H.

Last  month  the  8th  graders  did  presentations.  I 
interviewed one teacher and asked them questions 
about the presentations.

Interviewing Ms. Clarke

What were the presentations specifically about?

These were persuasive speeches based on a variety of 
Civi l  Rights  issues  such  as  discrimination, 
educational inequity, and affirmative action. Students 
had  6  fictitious  cases  in  which  to  choose  from;  3 
based in the 1950’s or 60’s and 3 based in the 2010’s. 
Students has to select one case to work with, read 
and decide if the plaintiff ’s rights were violated, then 
defend their opinion with logic and legal reasoning.

How long have you and the students been preparing?

We prepared for the Civil Rights presentations for 
about 3 weeks. We spent 1 week drafting and 1 week 
revising  the  full  750-  850-word  persuasive  essays. 
Students then had about 3 days to extract the best 
parts  from  their  full  essay  that  would  serve  as  a 
comprehensive  excerpt.  In  these  3  or  so  days 
students also reviewed and practiced public speaking 
skills. 

Students presented the content of these excerpts to 
myself and Ms. Woody for a public speaking grade. 
Students  were  graded  on  their  ability  to  do  the 
following well: 

• stance/body language
• voice projection
• articulation
• tone
• eye contact

After all  75 8th grades 
presented  to  myself 
and  Ms.  Woody,  we 
se lected  the  top  5 
students  to  present 
their  whole  speech  to 
their  entire  class  and  the 
7th grade. 

Derek A. (show in the photo on the previous page) 
was one of those selected for the top 5.  Based on 
what Ms. Clarke said I know these 8th graders put a 
lot of time into these essays.
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School Security 
By Fernando B. 

The reason that I am writing about security is 
because last month students had to go through 
extra security because someone threatened our 
school. 

Metal Detectors 

Are metal detectors helpful? Sometimes I think 
they are not that helpful because only one 
person at a time can go in while others wait. 
Sometimes people avoid metal detectors and 
they don’t get detected if they had anything 
dangerous with them. Then again, they are also 
helpful to see if people have weapons with them 
and if they do then it tells them I think.  

Principal Dr. O'Connor said "We are randomly 
checking students in all three schools at Chestnut 
to screen for weapons. We also have every guest 
who comes to the school, show a pictures ID and 
they are screened through the metal detectors." 

Police Officers 

If police officers weren't there on the day of the 
threat then we may not be safe. For example, if 
Officer Matos wasn’t here when someone posted 
a threat we wouldn’t be safe. Officer Matos keeps 
us all safe because he knows what happens 
throughout the building. And if he wasn't here, 
then I think that no one would have found out 
who sent that threat (they found out less than 24 
hours later). Officer Matos is amazing.  

Dr. O'Connor says "Officer Matos does an 
amazing job of knowing what's happening 
throughout the building and keeps us all safe" 
and that’s true. 

School IDs 

I think that students should enter school with 
their school ID because then then teachers 
would know if that's the actual student coming 
in. When they bring their school ID all they do Is 
show it to a teacher. Then if students didn’t bring 
their ID with them then I guess they would have 
to tell the teacher something that only they 
would know. 

Dr. O'Connor said, "If there are changes in 
security procedures that impact students, we will 
let students and their families know." So, we 
won't have to worry about that. 

Finally, Dr. O'Connor said that "On March 21st 
students did an amazing job of following 
directions and adjusting to the security 
screenings and changes that occurred to ensure 
the safety of everyone.” 

Laptop Update
By Josiah J.

The laptop movement, in my opinion, is great 
because we can do work we didn’t do in school 
at  home,  but  there are  things  we should and 
shouldn't  do  with  this  privilege  and  in  my 
article, I will explain a couple of those things.

Should 

• One thing at home you should do with your 
laptop is always keep it charged and ready to 
go for school, so you don't have to charge it 
in school.

• Another  thing you should do is  keep it  in 
your case, so that nothing will spill on it or 
no accidents will happen.

• A third  thing  you  should  do  is  obviously 
work. You should do your work to make this 
movement useful and worth doing because if 
nobody did their work there will be no point 
in this movement.

Shouldn't 

• One  thing  you  shouldn't  do  with  your 
computer is  put it  near liquid because you 
might spill  something on it  and mess your 
computer up.

• Another  thing  is,  you  shouldn't  keep  it 
a round  your  house  because 
something  may  happen 
to  it,  you  should 
ultimately  keep  it 
in your room.

• A third thing you 
shouldn't do is play 
games  because  the 
laptop  is  used  for 
homework.

Student opinions 

Nevaeh S. is a 6th grader: "I think it is a 
good idea to bring laptops home because I feel 
it gives kids a chance to finish what they can't 
at school."

Milad O. is a 6th grader: " I feel it's a good idea 
because most of our work is on a laptop, and it 
gives kids an advantage to do work at home."

Treazure P. is  a 6th grader:  ”  I think that we 
should bring our laptops home because it can 
help  us  do  research  on  things  that  we  are 
confused about in class."MONTH OF APRIL

NATIONAL EQUAL 
PAY MONTH 

Michelle T. 

National Equal 
Pay Day is the 
s y m b o l i c 
m o n t h 
dedicated to 
r a i s i n g 
awareness of 
t h e g e n d e r 
pay gap. The 
d a t e i s 
symbolic.  

The next Equal Pay Day is Tuesday, April 10, 
2018. This date symbolizes how far into the 
year women must work to earn what men 
earned in the previous year. The gender pay 
gap is the average difference between a 
man's and a woman’s salary. The symbolic 
day was first observed in 1996.  

They made this program because the 
women are getting less money than the 
men are. They should all be equal. Women 
usually get 62 cents while the men get a 
dollar an hour.  

Equal Pay Day is an important day for all 
women to appreciate the work they put in 
for the same amount of money as the men. 

NATIONAL GRILLED 
CHEESE MONTH 

By Maria

Do you like bread? Do you like cheese? Well if 
you  said  “yes"  then  you’re  in  for  something 
great!  If  you  combine  these  two  things 
together, it makes a grilled cheese sandwich. 

If  you  don't  know  what  a  grilled  cheese 
sandwich  is  (why  wouldn't  you?!)  hen  it’s  a 
sandwich that is grilled, but with a lot of cheese 
in it. When it's hot, it's the best thing you can 
ever taste. It's gooey, cheesy, hot, and creamy. It 
leaves the best after taste ever.

Now ask yourself this question: Why celebrate 
cheese  and bread for  a  whole  month?  Like  I 
have grilled cheese for breakfast, big deal. Well 
guess what, grilled cheese is an ancient food. It 
goes  way back before you were born.  Grilled 
cheese  was  also  served  to  those  who  were 
fighting  in  World  War  II.  So  really,  you're 
eating something that is really old.

I asked some people some questions about 
National  Grilled  Cheese  Month  and  here 
are some answers:

Why do you think we have a month dedicated to a 
simple old sandwich?

Ella  S.:  Maybe that’s  when grilled cheese was 
invented

Where do you think grilled cheese was invented?

Mayno V: Italy

Ms. Leveille: America probably

Julius M.: England

Jonah M.: Spain

I asked this question without anyone searching 
it up. Even though a lot of them tried, grilled 
cheese  sandwiches  originally  came  from  the 
United  States  so  that’s  one  point  for  Ms. 
Leveille. During the Great Depression, grilled 
cheese  sandwiches  were  invented.  It  was  also 
very popular, but compare 1929 to now.

There  are  more  than  50  different  types  of 
grilled  cheese  sandwiches.  I’m  going  to  ask 
other  people  what  kind  of  grilled  cheese 
sandwich they like.

Paul L.: Ham and grilled cheese sandwich.

Milad O. The normal only cheese sandwich.

Michelle  T.:  The  bacon  and  grilled  cheese 
sandwich

The grilled cheese sandwich is a comfort food, 
and people like to eat it with tomato soup or 
many other things.  Besides the grilled cheese 
sandwich is  a comfort food. I personally love 
grilled cheese sandwiches.  Many other people 
also do. 

There  might  be  some  people  who  don’t  like 
grilled cheese,  but  that’s  just  their  opinion.  I 
hope  after  reading  this  article  you  can  enjoy 
grilled cheese sandwiches just like other people.
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NATIONAL 
VOLUNTEER MONTH 

By Daniela R.

National Volunteer Month in the United States 
takes  place  in  the  whole  month  of  April  or 
other  places  make  it  a  week.  This  means  all 
month you can volunteer to do nice things. It is 
also dedicated to honoring all the volunteers in 
our  communities  as  well  as  encouraging 
volunteerism throughout the month. 

Volunteering is  easy  to do.  One way you can 
volunteer  is  by  donating  things  to  people  in 
need,  or  you  can  even  fundraise  for  a  good 
cause like like curing Cancer and not only are 
you volunteering, but you're also helping. 

Not  everyone  in  the  United  States  must 
volunteer.  However,  it  would  be  nice  if  you, 
your friends, or even your family would. If you 
don’t want to donate or fundraise you can also 
help your community by picking up trash,  or 
you  can  help  elderly  people  out.  There  are 
other  options  for  volunteering  too.  You  can 
help an animal shelter as another option. 

If you don't volunteer are you a bad person? In 
this  case  no  you're  not,  but  like  I  said, 
volunteering  would  be  nice  for  you  and  for 
other people too. You can inspire someone just 
by helping at least one day in April. However, 
you can choose to volunteer or not. This author 
hopes you volunteer!

MATHEMATICS AND 
STATISTICS 

AWARENESS MONTH 

By Thalia W.

Mathematics 
and Statistics 
Aw a r e n e s s 
Month  i s 
he ld  each 
year in April. 
Its  goal  is  to 
increase  public  understanding  of  and 
appreciation for mathematics.

It began in 1986 as Mathematics Awareness 
Week  with  a  proclamation  by  President 
Ronald Reagan. Since it began, the aim has 
been to increase the level of interest in the 
study  of  mathematics  and  increase  the 
l e ve l  o f  pub l i c  unders tand ing  and 
appreciation  for  the  wide  range  of 
applications  for  mathematics  in  fields  as 
diverse  as  manufacturing,  business  and 
medicine. 

In  1999  Mathematics  Awareness  Week 
became  Mathematics  Awareness  Month 
and  then  in  2017  s ta t i s t i c s  were 
incorporated  to  make  Mathematics  and 
Statistics Awareness Month, the aim being 
to  celebrate  the  diverse  students  and 

researchers  in  both  fields  and  raise 
awareness of both areas of study and their 
relevance  in  modern  life.  That’s  what 
Mathematics and Statistics is about.

WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

By Lupita G. 

This is a special time to celebrate your wife or 
female workers or even your girlfriend. This 
month is the opportunity to honor women 
who have shaped America’s history and future. 
Another reason for this day is to end 
discrimination over girls or women.  

There have been so many comments about 
girls such as a girl is not stronger than a man. 
But if you think about it, we are as smart as (or 
smarter than?) man and strong because we 
can change the world.  

The awards can go to the girls that have 
courage, bravery, or kindness but mostly for 
their achievement towards the country there 
so much to tell but this are the people that 
have been awarded for their courage and 
what they have done for us. 

Throughout the years we have honored fifteen 
outstanding women for their unrelenting 
i n s p i r a t i o n a l p e r s i s t e n c e a n d f o r 
understanding that, by fighting. These women 
have shaped America in different ways, but 
most of all this theme embodies women 
working together with strength, tenacity and 
courage to overcome obstacles and achieve 
joyful accomplishments. 

But think about it many women are fighting for 
jobs and respect. Everyday there a woman out 
there that is suffering for what she believes it 
this why I want to tell you about these two 
women that stood out to me. 

One of the woman was Geraldine Ferrero was 
the first female vice presidential she ran for 
office in 1978 and was elected to the U.S. 
house of representatives. There she served 
three terms representing the 9th district of 
New York. For her to become a leader she had 
to fight because people thought of woman's 
different they thought that a woman was no 
good at be a vice presidential. Every morning 
she had to fight for her right to be one. She 
believed that she can change New York. 

This why we have Women’s History Month to 
celebrate the women and the future women 
because someone can change the world by 
doing something amazing and thee voices can 
change the world too. All you need to have is 
a little bit of courage and bravery. 

NATIONAL CHILD 
ABUSE PREVENTION 

MONTH 

By Mayno P.

The whole purpose of this whole thing is for families 
to getting involved to be aware of this stuff and start 
to  help  the  ones  abused.  This  whole  month thing 
was started ever since 1983. This is also the time to 
give  their  kids  a  chance  to  act  good so  that  they 
don’t get child abused. Some facts about this is that 
about  646,000  children  were  neglected  or  child 
abused. And then about 1,580 kids or children died 
because they were neglected or child abuse. Below is 
an interview of Mrs. Axtell:

What is the first thing that pops up when you 
hear National Prevent Child Abuse Month? 

The first thing that pops into my head when I hear 
that  there  is  a  month dedicated to child  abuse,  is 
that it is sad that there is that much child abuse in 
our world that we need to devote a month to it in 
order to bring awareness to such an important cause 
and  I  wonder  if  we  are  doing  enough  for  those 
children. 

If you were a very kind and caring person what 
would you do in this month? 

I would look into volunteering to help children feel 
comfortable  talking  to  someone  and  have  a  safe 
place to go. Hopefully this would be something to do 
throughout  the  year  rather  than  just  during  that 
month. 

Do you know the definition of “child abuse”? 

The physical or mental mistreatment of a child. 

And last, can you tell me a reasonable guess of 
how many kids were child abused each year? 

I would say the number would be somewhere in the 
millions, as sad as that as is. I would hope that the 
number would be lower.

NATIONAL DAY OF 
SILENCE 

By Ella S.

The  Day  of  Silence  is  to  spread  awareness 
about the effects of bullying and harassment of 
the  LGBTQ+  ( l e sb ian ,  gay,  b i sexua l , 
transgender,  queer  or  questioning  and  more) 
students.  Students  from  middle  school  to 
college,  make  a  day-long  vow  of  silence  to 
respect the silenced LGBTQ+ students. 

This year, the event will  take place on Friday, 
April  27.  This international event was created 
by  Maria  Pulzetti  in  1996  while  she  was  in 
college.  Pulzetti  wanted  to  do  something  for 
BGLAD week that would impact many people 
at the school, University of Virginia. Then, this 
started to spread across the U.S and to other 
countries.  So  maybe consider  participating  in 
the Day of Silence.
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EARTH DAY 

By Luis C.

Earth Day is an annual event celebrated on 
April  22  in  the  United States  to  Support 
the environment. What is Earth Day?

Earth  day  is  a  time  we  all  celebrate  and 
help the environment here on "Earth".This 
a day were the whole world celebrates and 
appreciates it. People plant trees and crops 
on earth day. Earth day was first celebrated 
in  the  year  of  1970.  It  is  still  celebrated 
today.

In  the  wor ld  not 
everybody celebrates 

al l  the  holidays. 
Jus t  l ike  how 
everybody doesn’t 

c e l e b r a t e 
Ear th  Day. 
S c i e n t i s t 

th ink  i f 
nobody  celebrated 

ear th  day  the  wor ld 
would be more dirtier than it already is. If 
we didn’t celebrated earth day more fishes 
would  die  by  the  pollution  in  the  water. 
More  animals  would  choke  on  pollution 
and  die.  Than  the  animal  that  eats  fish 
would begin to die because they cant eat 
fish anymore. Than so on and so on.

If  the world didn’t  celebrate or  start  this 
tradition  then the  world  would  be  worse 
than it  already is.

CURRENT 
EVENTS 

The Death of 
Stephen Hawking 

By Yaritza R. 

As you may have heard recently Steven Hawking 
passed away. In his 76 years of life he did a lot to 
help research in many different fields all while 
being handicapped. 

Hawking's Childhood 

Hawking was born in Oxford, UEngland on 
January 8, 1942. Since Hawking's had so many 
accomplishments' you would think that he was a 
star student in his classes, but, he actually didn't 
learn to properly read until he was about 8 years 
old. Alongside that in class his test scores were 
never above the average student in his class. 
Later, he got it together building a computer as a 
teenager and getting a scholarship at only 17 
years old. 

Accomplishment’s 

It would probably be hard to list all of Hawking's 
accomplishments in one paragraph, but I wrote 
this paragraph, so you get a pretty good idea. He 
had multiple careers the main one being 
Theoretical Physicist, some of the others are 

cosmologist, author, and a director of research. 
He also wrote twelve books and studied general 
relativity, quantum gravity, and black holes. Also 
making appearances in shows such as The 
Simpsons, Big Bang Theory, and Star Trek. These 
are a few of Hawking's accomplishments. 

Family life 

Hawking's had three children and two spouses. 
His children's names are Lucy (age 47), Robert 
(age 50), and Timothy (age 38). He had two past 
spouses being married to the first for thirty years 
and the second for 11 years. 

Thank you for reading my mini biography on 
Steven Hawking and his life. 

Daylight Saving 

By Joshua Z.

The  history  of  Daylight  Savings  Time  was 
invented  by  George  Washington.  Daylight 
Savings  Time  was  made  only  for  summer 
months  to  shorten  nights  and  to  make  days 
longer.  So,  at  2:00am the  clock skip  forward 
automatically  to  lengthen  the  morning  by  1 
hour.

The  main  purpose  of  Daylight  Saving  Time 
called  "Summer  Time"  in  many places  in  the 
world  is  to  make  better  use  of  daylight.  We 
change our clocks during the summer months 
to move an hour of daylight from the morning 
to the evening. Countries have different change 
dates .  Today,  about  40%  o f  countr ies 
worldwide use it to make better use of daylight 
and to conserve energy.

Also, to some sources,  Daylight Savings Time 
saves energy at night to use that extra energy in 
the morning.  The idea of  daylight saving was 
first conceived by Benjamin Franklin during his 
sojourn  as  an  American  delegate  in  Paris  in 
1784, in an essay, "An Economical Project." The 
creation  of  Daylight  Savings  Time  is  usually 
credited  to  George  Vernon  Hudson,  but  100 
years  earlier,  Benjamin  Franklin  pondered  a 
similar question.

Daylight savings was invented in the year 1916, 
April 30, two years into World War I. Also, we 
still have Daylight savings time till this day it 
was invented by Benjamin Franklin. The reason 
why Daylight Savings Time was invented was to 
conserve energy at night, so you will have extra 
energy  in  the  morning.  Every  year  the  time 
Daylight savings time starts is going to start a 

different  time every  year  for  example:  in  the 
year 1998 daylight savings started at the time 
Sunday,  April  5,  at  2:00am and  ended  in  the 
month October 25th, Sunday at 2:00am.

That is some of the history of Daylight Savings 
time and who invented it and the different time 
it  starts.  Also,  a  daylight  savings  time  about 
why daylight savings time affects some of the 
clocks forward by 1 hour at 1:00pm to 3:00pm.

Pi Day 

 

By Azriel K 

Did you Know 
t h a t D . F . 
Fe rg u s o n w a s 
known to be the 
first to accurately 
c a l c u l a t e t h e 
value of pi? The 
value of pi is 
3.14159265359 
or just 3.14. We 
celebrate it on March 14. One-way people 
celebrate it is by baking pies and eating 
them. Another way people celebrate pi day 
is by throwing pies. We celebrate it on 
March 14 because the date for march is 
3/14 and the first three digits of pi is 3.14, it 
was also the day of Albert Einstein's 
birthday. Mathematicians used the pi 
symbol in the 1700s and then William Jones 
introduced it as pi. 

A person named Beckman said that the 
Egyptian's and Babylonians made a big 
circle and used a rope to measure the 
diameter and circumference. The ratio stays 
the same for any circumference. We can use 
pi in math because it can help people make 
calculations faster and it can also be easier 
for them to make calculations if they use it 
often. Pi can be used to find the area of a 
circle.l 

Valentine’s Day 
Dance 

By Amerie W. 

This February was the Valentine's Day Dance 
here at TAG. The dance started around 7th 
period and followed out until 8th period. The 
dance took place in the cafeteria. Before I start 
talking about the dance, you guys need to know 
the criteria for entering. The 
criteria for getting in was 
that we had to turn in all 
our homework in and 
on time. Which in my 
opinion isn't that bad, 
speaking of opinion 
l e t s h e r e f r o m 
someone who went 
to this Valentine's day 
dance. I ask Thalia, a 
6th grader, how was the 
experience altogether? 
She said, " the experience 
was fun although I would've liked 
for there to be more decorations that had to do 
with Valentine's Day.” Another question I asked 
was obviously about the food. Duh. And she said 
that " the snacks were good.” 
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Let's talk about that 'random girl' in the middle 
of the cafeteria. Like come on she was busting 
some moves right? That was me (also in the 
picture you saw before). The music just got so 
many people dancing. I mean there were three 
7th grader that were dancing with me, like Inari.  

Other than the music and 
dancing and my great 
move the was also many 
a c t i v a t e s o t h e r t h a n 
dancing and music. The 

was a cookie decoration 
station with Ms. Axtell. But to 
do it you need to use some 

Aquabucks and get a ticket. 
You could also make cards with Ms. Rivera. 
You didn’t need any Aquabucks for that though. 
Those were really all the activities that were 
there.  

One of my favorite parts were when they played 
Spanish music. There were many couples 
dancing to the songs too. So cute. But anyway, 
that music had me dancing. But the dance was 
so fun and everyone who was there could tell 
too. 

OPINION 
Say What’s On Your Mind 

No Field Trips for 6th 
Grade?!
By Christopher B. 

People of Chestnut TAG let's talk about 6th 
grade going on field trips. Teachers you guys 
think that we are totally irresponsible because of 
the way that we act in class, but we can be 
responsible. Teachers you guys are probably 
saying in your head "go on I want to hear more 
about why the 6th grade should go on field trips. 
Teacher, Dr. O'Connor, and Mrs. St Martin, it's not 
fair that 8th and 7th grade have gone on some 
field trips and the 6th grade is just in school 
doing work while 8th and 7th grade is 
somewhere doing no work. The 6th grade would 
like to have a break on all the work we in the 
class all day. Every day every 6th grader is just 
talking in their head saying, "When is this class 
going to end I'm so bored I just want to go to my 
next boring class and fall asleep, so I won't do 
work at all". Right now, you're probably like you 
right you right I think the 6th graders should go 
on field trips and have a small break and go visit 
someplace let's just have them do no work for 
this day. 

Teachers With Guns?
By Treasure P. 

On  February  22,2018,  our  president  Donald 
Trump  presented  the  idea  of  giving  our 
teachers  guns.  He  stated  that  the  teachers 
would  go  through  special  training.  This 
program  wou ld  be  ca l l ed  "Concea led 
Weapons." 

People  say  that  if  this  is  done  we  would  be 
giving up on us defeating evil without violence. 
Some teachers even said that they are already 
be asked to die for their students and now they 
are asking them to kill for them. For this paper, 
I interviewed many staff and students and here 
is what they said.

First, we will talk about the students. A student 
in the seventh grade was asked the following 
question,  do  you  think  that  students  should 
carry guns and why. They answered with, "Yes, 
teachers  should  have  guns  on  them  because 
they can be used to scare a person that may be 
capable  of  doing  a  school  shooting  away  but 
they should be kept in a safe spot." (all people 
were  given  the  chance  to  have  their  name 
removed.) The next student that I interviewed 
was  6th  grader  Honesty  Rodriguez.  When 
asked if teachers should carry guns she said no 
because it wouldn't be safe for the teachers or 
students. Also, threatening to shoot up all these 
schools  why  are  we  bringing  guns  in  our 
schools? She thinks that it wouldn't be safe.

Now, we will be talking about the teachers. The 
first teacher that I interviewed was one of the 
eighth-grade reading teachers Ms. Clarke. She 
was first asked if teachers should have guns. She 
answered  with  a  quick  and  thoughtful  no. 
When asked why she said, " People would need 
to be trained, no school district would pay for 
every teacher to have a gun, and many teachers 
would be forced to teach with a gun in their 
classroom.

Since many teachers from all over the world are 
saying that the day that the teachers are forced 
to have a gun o them is the last day that they 
will  teach.  When  Ms.  Clarke  was  asked  that 
question she answered with a yes. I asked Ms. 
Woody and Dr.Echienlaub and they all agreed 
with Ms. Clarke

Blizzard Bags?
By Nevaeh S. 

In my opinion I believe we 
should have blizzard bags. 
Blizzard bags are bags that 
some schools have, so the 
days that there are snow 
days you don't have to 
make them up at the end 
of the year and they still 
get the day off. 

According to Josiah J. in 6th grade, he 
believes that we should have blizzard bags. 
"I believe we should have blizzard bags 
because I don’t want to make those days up 
in summer. I believe that every school in the 
Western states, where there is a lot of snow 
that we should have blizzard bags." I agree 
with Josiah 100% because without these, 
parents that have more than one child that 
go to different schools get out at different 
times. 

Disagreeing with Josiah, Gabriela I. believes 
we shouldn’t have blizzard bags. "I don’t 
think that we should have blizzard bags 
because that’s double the work in one day 
and that’s too much because we already 
have a lot of work to do." I respectfully 
disagree with Gabby because I think 
blizzard bags would help us in the long run 
because that means longer 
summer. 

These are two sides on if 
we should or shouldn’t 
have blizzard bags. 

_________________________________ 

CREATIVE 
COLUMN 

The Tragedy of Black 
Friday at Walmart 

By Vinh N. 

This is a true story (kind of) and you should not 
copy anything from this story because if you do 
then you’re about to get sued by everyone in the 
world. And mostly me because I am the victim of 
this story. 

This started like a year ago when I wanted 
something. And my dad was open to listening to 
what I want. So, it was like midnight - cold and 
dark. A great opportunity for someone to get 
mugged not that anyone is gonna get mugged. 
Me and my dad were waiting in a long line that 
stretched to the corner of the store. And keep in 
mind the store was as big as a Home Depot. 

There were two cops at the main entrance of the 
door looking mad because they were assigned 
the midnight shift. Their eyes were twitching from 
being open and being out in the cold. One of 
those cops is included in the tragedy that is soon 
to be. 

So, we were just standing in line like good 
civilians that we were, waiting patiently until it 
was the next day. The plan was for me to be lost 
in the chaos and for my dad to wait at the 
counter because all I wanted was a game. Keep 
in mind that I used the suffix I wanted. 

The clock ticked down to the final two minutes. 
Everybody was getting ready to run to sprint 
through those doors and get ready to beat the 
crap out of someone. It was literally like a 
marathon, but it was a mad max type of 
marathon. I could picture everyone with swords 
rushing in and grabbing stuff and slicing and 
dicing some fools up. 

The clock ticked down 10, 9, 8, 7. The cops got 
ready to push some people out because they 
w e r e b l o o d t h i r s t y . 3 , 2 , 1 , a n d 
B O O O O O O O M M M M M M M . E v e r y b o d y 
sprinting to that door as if it’s the only shelter 
there is in the world. The cops were lost in the 
ocean of coupon using savings penny picking 
peoples. 

I ran straight to the games sprinting as if I’m in 
the Olympics. And yelled at the employee to 
open the damn glass door thing that holds all 
the gold in the world. I pointed to one game and 
that game was Grand Theft Auto 5. Now you’re 
thinking that he’s one of them kids that sit in their 
mom’s basement playing Call of Duty, eating, 
and drinking Red Bull. Well yes, yes I am. But I 
don’t have a basement so jokes on you fool. 

But here’s the thing, it was the last copy there 
was and there was one other guy also wanted it. 
He was about two times larger than me and 
looking beefier than Dwayne Johnson and you 
know how beefy he is. So, it was a one on one. 
The on advantage I did have was being a kid in 
America so NOBODY CAN HIT ME. But the guy 
didn’t care.  And let’s just use a random name 
like James Smith - real random. So, J was getting 
ready to bust some heads up. 

The employee called for the cop to help the 
situation. But hey get someone into the situation 
that doesn’t know what the hecks goin on. So, 
the cop was like,” Hey ok let’s just not get out of 
hand here.” He asked the employee what 
happened and he said that the kid was trying to 
steal the game away from the guy. And I was like 
are you sure you ain’t sleepin? 

Then again, I was a kid and no one really listens 
to kids. So, in the end I did not get the game, but 
the beefy guy did. And I didn’t get what I want 
and I’m still mad. 
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A Mysterious  
Disappearance 

By Samantha J. 

On a dark and stormy 
night. There was a huge 
storm. Everyone hid from 
the storm. Little did they know 
that there was a g i r l 
outside. Her name was 
Luna and she didn't have 
anywhere to go to stay protected.  

Luna was alone she kept knocking on doors 
and no one answered out of fear. Then, 
s u d d e n l y . . . B A M M ! T h e r e w a s a n 
abandoned house on the corner and the 
door burst open.  

Luna thought nothing of it and ran inside to 
get out of the rain. Little did she know what 
was lurking inside of the building. She got 
inside of the building and the door 
s l a m m e d s h u t a n d m y s t e r i o u s l y 
disappeared.  

She ran to where the door had once stood 
only to be met by a bare hairy chest. She ran 
down the hall but how fast she was going 
stopped.  

She was running in place with the dark 
silhouette catching up. The silhouette was 
catching up to her and she couldn't do 
anything about it. The creature grabbed her 
and dragged her into the dark. Luna never 
got to scream and no one would ever know 
her story. 

The Hidden Superhero 

By Honesty R.

Have you ever felt like you were something 
special,  not  extremely  special  but  you 
know that you are not ordinary? 

I feel like that every day because I know 
for a fact I'm not ordinary. Why exactly am 
not  ordinary?  Well  that’s  a  story  that’s 
about to be told. 

My name is Tazanna, yeah, I know a weird 
but  cool  type  of  name.  Anyway,  I  seem 
ordinary: I go to school, I have a family, a 
pet,  anything you'd think an ordinary girl 
would  have.  I  was  adopted  into  a  good 
family and they think I'm normal, but little 
do they know my real parents were super 
heroes so that's makes me one too. 

I  feel  like  people  are  starting  to  know 
about my powers I mean, I'm not sure but 
people are starting to suspect something. 

One day in gym class this girl I really hate 
her  name  is  Miranda,  we  were  playing 
dodge ball and her and her so called squad 
of annoying, mean, friends were about to 
throw the balls at me and when the balls 
came flashing at me they reflected to their 
faces and they were extremely shocked. So 
that started up some rumors, which lead to 
bullying and everything else. 

I feel like something bad is coming for me, 
I don’t really know what, but something is 
coming and it's close. 

One night I had a dream, but it was like a 
warning,  it  was  a  woman  a  dark  scary 

woman with some weird creatures coming 
out of her eyes but then she instantly 
turned  into  normal  like  a  teacher 
normal she looked a lot like a normal 

person, but I really don’t know how then 
he said watch your back and walked away

 Then  I  woke  up  and  it  was  morning. 
‘'Good  Morning  Sweetie''  my  mom 
said. ''Ugh good morning'' I said back. 

I was confused about what just happened 
then I  looked at  my alarm and I  was  10 
minutes  late  for  school  I  quickly  got  up 
brushed my teeth, took a shower, did my 
hair, and put on my clothes all in 20 min. I 
rushed out the door into the car and my 
mom drove me to school.

When  I  got  there  I  went  to  my  second 
period  class  and  sat  down  then  the 
principal walked in with some strange, but 
familiar women, and I knew who she was - 
the woman from my dream! 

I  felt  so  terrified I  just  sat  there  like  an 
idiot  just  staring  at  her  then  everyone 
stared  at  me,  ''Hello  students  meet  your 
new Assistant  Principal,  Ms.  Crawn.  Our 
principal said. Assistant Principle? So many 
questions were going through my mind at 
once: Why this lady was here and how was 
she an assistant principle? Why was she in 
my dream and threatening me?

I was just so freaking confused. ''Tazanna?'' 
the principal said. ''Huh what?'' I said still 
super confused. Then I realized who I was 
talking to - oh crap I just said that to the 
principal…

…To Be Continued

The Un-average Teenager 

By Milad O. 

Hi, my name is Rosabell Marais, but 
everyone calls me Rosey. So, you might 
think I'm just like every other teenager but 
I'm not, at all. Since I have nothing better to 
do, this is my story.  

I am part of a family of seven. My two moms, 
my four brothers, and my two sisters. And 
before you get all freaked out - yes, my 
parents are gay.  

Since I have two moms, I can't call them 
both mom, so I call them by their names: 
Rachael and Lianna. Being 14, I am the 
middle child, with the oldest being 19 and 
the youngest being 2 months.  

My parents don't pay attention very much to 
me (in my opinion) but they try as hard as 
they can.  

I go to Sungleton Middle School and 
because I have two moms I get bullied A 
LOT! No one understands me, I only 
have one good friend and all of my 
siblings. My good friend’s name is 
Shirley and are were practically 
inseparable.  

Back to me… I am obsessed with 
the ukulele, it is my way to 
escape reality into a world 
p e r s o n a l i z e d t o m y 
n e e d s . M y b ro t h e r 
Jonah got me into 
music, he is the 
oldest and is in a 
band called Why 
Don’t We. He 
and I are probably 
the closest in my 
family.  

Three weeks ago, he took me on tour with 
him and the boys and it was super scary yet 
tons of fun. Zach is my favorite out of all of 
them and I am totally crushing on him. Last 
night my family and I went to launch the 
trampoline park and unfortunately my sister 
Cendrralisse broke her arm and that 
concluded to us going to the hospital. I 
have been her little maid since.  

Hopefully this story is continued some other 
time when my life is more interesting. ;) 

POETRY 
MONTH 

Samantha J. 

This month is Poetry Month. Poetry is a great 
historical help in things. Poetry is a form of 
literature for expression. Poetry can help 
you express feelings and express your inner 
self. The god of poetry in ancient Greece is 
Apollo. According to the legends he has 
written 13 poems. Poems can be about 
anything. Here are some examples of 
poems. 

Special 
Childhood 
Homelike 
Only Memories 
Openly Excepting 
Learning 

Dance with the waves 
Move with the sea, 
Let the rhythm of the water 
Set your soul free. 
   - Christy Ann Martine 

Different races, 
Different faces 
New friends, 
That all depends. 
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The Season of Flowers 

By Ndilei L.

The season of flowers,

For now is the hour,

The animals come out of their hiding,

To go food scouting,

The flowers are peeking from their pods,

As the spring wind causes them to nod,

The children are playing outside,

While winter is slowly dried,

The season brings change with a fling,

Birds return home and sing,

Colors pop so vividly,

Movement everywhere is makes things so lively,

Farmers are growing their crops,

Hoping they'll get a couple raindrops,

Rivers unfreeze

And buzzing about are the bees,

The season has begun,

Thus, allowing more fun,

This season isn't summer but rather,

The season of flowers 
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DATES! 

LAST SLFC 
April 3 

SPIRIT WEEK 
April 9-13 

APRIL  
VACATION 

April 14- 22 

ELA MCAS 
April 30 -May 1

CALLING ALL WRITERS!  
Do you want to write an article about a school event? Maybe 
an opinion piece about a school issue? Or perhaps you 
would like to contribute a creative writing piece? Well, If you 
are interested in investigating a certain topic and writing 
about it, think about the options listed below and then stop 
in and see Ms. Leveille or email her about it at 
leveillej@springfieldpublicschools.com.  

NEWS: Write articles about school, local, national, or 
international news. You might even be able to interview the 
mayor, city council, and other city or county officials. In writing 
about local news, make sure it relates to the students in your 
school in some way.  

EDITORIAL (OPINION PIECE): These articles are about 
influencing popular opinion. People need to read your article 
and become interested in it, even if they completely disagree 
with you. Some may read your piece because they completely 
agree. Others will read it because they just like the way you say 
it. Still others will read it because they feel a need to disagree 
with you.  

REVIEW ARTICLE: A review article is a first-hand experience 
(good or bad) of a product, event, person, group, or idea. Your 
job here is to give as an unbiased experience of the good and 
negative aspects of your experience. You want to inform 
readers of what to expect.  

PROMOTIONAL ARTICLE : The idea here is to encourage your 
readers to join in, engage in, participate in, purchase, or 
otherwise become involved with an activity, a group, a product, 
or an opportunity. For instance, an upcoming school activity 
might also be written about to encourage students to 
participate.  

SELF HELP-ARTICLES: You can write articles that help people 
overcome certain issues, bad habits, and fears. Write articles on 
what to do if someone tries to take advantage of your kindness, 
how to overcome the fear of authority, how to approach the 
principal, what friendship really is, and so forth.  

CREATIVE WRITING: If you have an original piece of writing to 
share with the school please do! Email your submission to Ms. 
Leveille just as you would one of the other articles. I am always 
happy to edit submissions or take a look at your drafts. You are 
also welcome to submit anonymously but are encouraged to 
take ownership!


